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scheme.1 The rapid advance of scientific knowledge in the last
three centuries has been attended by and has depended upon
the entrenchment of the scientific imagination in the mechan-
istic representation of the world.
7
In his book Science and the Modern World, White-
head quotes the following passage from Bacon. "It is certain
that all bodies whatsoever, though they have no sense, yet they
have perception; for when one body is applied to another,
there is a kind of election to embrace that which is agreeable
and to exclude or expel that which is ingrate; and whether
the body be alterant or altered, evermore a perception precedeth
operation; for else all bodies would be alike one to another,
And sometimes this perception, in some kind of bodies, is far
more subtile than sense; so that sense is but a dull thing in
comparison of it: we see a weatherglass will find the least differ-
ence of the weather in cold or heat, when we find it not. And
this perception is sometimes at a distance, as well as upon
touch; as when the loadstone drawethiron; or flame Naphtha of
Babylon, a great distance off. It is therefore a subject of very
noble enquiry, to enquire of the more subtile perceptions; for
it is another key to open nature, as well as the sense; and
sometimes better." And we might add similar quotations from
Vaughan, who claimed to be something of a scientist along
the lines indicated by Bacon, and to have made discoveries
in this way:
I summoned nature; pierc'd through all her store;
Broke up some seals which none had touched before;
for Vaughan's poetry is full of such a representation of nature
as Bacon describes, and his 'discoveries' would make an interest-
ing footnote in the history of science.
1 This is particularly to be remembered in these days when we hear
so much of 'contingency' and 'probability' in the physical world.
Doctrin^Df this kind issues from the scientific consciousness only when
the latter has become contaminated by philosophical predispositions.